0                               Sri Raghavendra

uld save me from this predicament and what appears
be certain death for me, I will concede that you are still
ve. Not only that, I shall also devote the rest of my life to
3 chanting of your nama and singing your praise, till the
igue gets tied in my death. This is a vow that I am
iking, at your place.'

It was 3 A.M.! Balraj was fast asleep then. But even in
it slumber, Balraj suddenly felt somebody hitting him in

back that made him open his eyes and look at his
?nd sleeping by his side. The friend was in deep
mber too, but Balraj, thinking that he was pretending
3e so, woke him up and shouted, 'I say, how dare you
1 to hit me and pretend to be sleeping also?'

The companion, on hearing these words, was
vildered and shot back, 'Balraj, what has happened to
i! Has the fever aggravated and caused something to
i? When I have not hit you at all, how do you say that
i received a blow?'

Balraj then showed his back to his friend and said,
ethis...'

'Oh God, the imprint of all five fingers is seen on your
k. But there is no one else in this room, except you
I. How could someone have hit you? It is really
elievable,* said the friend, stroking Balraj's back
tly. And at that moment he realised from the warmth
ie body that the fever had come down appreciably.
"aj too could know from the condition of his body that
fever was receding as fast as it had spread in his
em, earlier.